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Report by the Council to the 


LXIX. 4, 


She died at East Tisted, leaving no family; and soon afterwards- 
Mr. Howlett resigned his living and went to reside at Clifton. 
An attack of paralysis rendered him a permanent invalid during 
the last three or four years of his life, hut he continued almost, 
to the last to take an intelligent interest in the progress of science. 
He was elected a Fellow of the Society 1861 March 8. 

w. T. L. 


Henry Alfred Lenehan was horn at Sydney, N.S.W., on 
August 29, 1843. He was the son of the late Mr. Andrew Lenehan. 
a gentleman well known in the mercantile community of the young 
state. Mr. Lenehan was educated at Lyndhurst College, a locaL 
institution presided over by the Jesuit priests. On leaving school 
he remained sometime in his father’s business, and afterwards pro¬ 
ceeded to Queensland to take up an appointment in the Australian 
Joint Stock Bank. About this time, the early sixties, the State of 
Queensland was being surveyed for construction of railways, and 
Mr. Lenehan, having a penchant for such work, joined the survey. 
He returned to New South Wales in 1870, and received an appoint¬ 
ment on the Observatory Staff under the late H. C. Russell, and so 
became one of the observers of the transit of Yenus, 1874. He 
afterwards had control of the Transit Circle. In 1875, 1 S77, and 1 
1901 he was Acting Government Astronomer during Mr. Russell’s- 
absence, and again, on the death of the latter, in 1903. On January 
1, 1907, he succeeded to the appointment of Government Astronomer,, 
a position he held at the time of his death, which occurred 1908 
May 2. Mr. Lenehan was therefore connected with the observatory 
nearly thirty-eight years. At the time of his death he had nearly 
completed arrangements for the purchase of a 15-inch refractor for the* 
observatory. Mr. Lenehan was a member of the Royal Society of 
N.S. Wales, served on its Council a considerable time, and was 
elected President 1905-6. In 1892 Mr. Lenehan paid a visit to* 
Europe to study the working of various observatories. He leaves 
a widow and six children. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Society 1894 January 12. 

Percy Braybrooke Molesworth, Major R.E., youngest son 
of Sir Guilford Molesworth, K.C.I.E., was born at Colombo, Ceylon, 
on the 2nd of April 1867. He was educated at Winchester 
College, and obtained his commission in the corps of Royal 
Engineers in February 1886. 

After passing through the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich' 
and Chatham (where he obtained the Fowke Medal), he was 
•stationed at Fort Camden, Queenstown Harbour, until 1891, when 
he was ordered to Hong Kong for three years, and after his return 
he applied for service in Ceylon, where he was engaged in perfecting 
the defences of Trincomali. He joined the Solar Eclipse Expedition 
to India, organised by the British Astronomical Association in 1898, 
and towards the end of that year he was temporarily seconded in order 
to act as Secretary to Sir Guilford Molesworth, to visit and report on 
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Feb. 1909. Eighty-ninth Annual General Meeting. 

the Uganda Railway on behalf of the Foreign Office, returning to 
Trincomali about the middle of 1899. He obtained his majority in 
1904, and retired from the service in 1906, having purchased an estate 
near Trincomali, intending to devote his leisure entirely to astro¬ 
nomical observation. His health, however, was injured by overwork, 
and on his return from a short visit to England he succumbed to a 
■severe attack of dysentery, and passed away on Christmas day 1908. 

From his early school days he took an intense interest in 
astronomy, the study of which he pursued, not merely as a pastime, 
but in a scientific spirit. He established an observatory at Trin- 
■comali, with instruments for observation and photography, includ¬ 
ing a i2|-inch reflecting telescope, specially built for him by Calver; 
but his failing health precluded the removal of the observatory to 
his estate after his retirement from the service. 

As a keen-sighted and competent observer, and a skilful 
•draughtsman, Major Molesworth was in the very forefront of 
amateur astronomers. His observational work was chiefly on the 
planets Mars and Jupiter, and certain special lunar formations, 
though he was also interested in other departments of astronomical 
observation. He communicated to the Royal Astronomical Society 
two full reports of his observations of Jupiter in 1903-4 and 1904-5, 
which were published in vols. lxv. and lxvi. of the Monthly Notices. 
His observations of Mars in 1903, accompanied by drawings, were 
partly published in the Monthly Notices , his complete manuscript 
report being placed in the Society’s library. The value and 
importance of his work is also shown in sundry memoirs of the 
Mars, Jupiter, and Lunar Sections of the British Astronomical 
Association, and students of Jupiter will remember that he was the 
first to detect, in February 1901, the beginning of what has since 
become one of the most important and interesting features of the 
planet, the great disturbance on the S. tropical zone. He also 
obtained some valuable photographs of the great comet visible in 
more southern latitudes in 1901. But the amount of care and 
trouble expended on his work, his enthusiasm, and his exceptional 
ability as an observer can be fully appreciated only by those who 
have had the opportunity of seeing his original entries and drawings, 
for his published papers represent but a small part of all he really 
accomplished. During the last few years, though his interest 
remained as keen as ever, he was compelled to give up astronomical 
work owing to the pressure of other duties, but it was his intention 
to take it up again at the earliest opportunity. 

He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society 
1898 June 10. 

James Rankin was born at Motherwell, N.B., in 1832, his 
parents being natives of the island of Jura, N.B., where the family 
had resided more than a century. Mr. Rankin was for over twenty 
years Assistant Examiner of Seamanship and Navigation under the 
Local Marine Board, London. While here, he was also engaged on 
investigations connected with tidal phenomena. He also devoted 
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